
WINTERNACHTEN 2018 - Friday Night Unlimited - ENGLISH ROUTE
Friday, January 19 2018 - 20.00 to 01.00 - Theater aan het Spui & Filmhuis Den Haag

theater zaal 1 theater zaal 2 theater foyer filmhuis zaal 1 filmhuis studio
20.00 Liberté! The Revolutionary meaning of
Freedom

 Gerda Dendooven, Louise O. Fresco, Alain
Mabanckou, Luuk van Middelaar, Stephan
Sanders (moderator), Jole De Baerdemaeker
(music), Oleg Lysenko (music), Elisabeth
Sturtewagen (music).
 

Opening lecture by Alain Mabanckou followed by a
conversation, music and illustrations about the
values of the French Revolution and their meaning
in our time. In English. Ends at 20.50.

20.00 The Netherlands on the Sofa: Peter
Buwalda

 Peter Buwalda, Damiaan Denys.
 

A country goes to see the psychiatrist! The writer
and columnist plays the role of The Netherlands,
between happiness and anxiety. In Dutch. Ends
at 20.40.

20.00 Speech!
 Tom Dommisse, Gerlinda Heywegen (host).

 

Cultural philosopher Tom Dommisse speaks about
the speech as powerful and filmic instrument,
showing excerpts from film and TV. In Dutch. Ends
at 20.50.

20.10 Friday Night Wintercafé: Spot on Young
Poets

 Joost Baars, DJ Socrates, Paula Golunska,
Sanam Sheriff, Francis Broekhuijsen (host).
 

High-school students from The Hague reading
their own poetry, result of workshops from the
Hague Poets' Guild. Poets Sanam Sheriff and
Joost Baars as well as student-poet Paula
Golunska accompany the up-and-comers.
Bilingual Dutch & English.

20.25 Book of my life: Gustaaf Peek
 Gustaaf Peek, Hassnae Bouazza (host). In Dutch.

Ends at 20.45.

20.55 Égalité! The Legacy of the Soviets
 Magda Cârneci, Gerda Dendooven, Nino

Haratischwili, Gustaaf Peek, Paul Scheffer
(moderator), Oleg Lysenko (music).
 

The 2nd ideal of the French Revolution
reconsidered in conversation and music. Can Marx
remain a fount of inspiration? In English. Ends
at 21.45.

20.55 Books Unlimited: Mohsin Hamid
 Mohsin Hamid, Margot Dijkgraaf (moderator).

 

One interview. Meet international top writer and
his recent bestseller Exit West. In English. Ends
at 21.55.

20.55 Book of my life: David Van Reybrouck
 David Van Reybrouck, Hassnae Bouazza (host).

In Dutch. Ends at 21.15.

21.00 Friday Night Wintercafé
 DJ Socrates, Francis Broekhuijsen (host).

 

The Wintercafé is the meeting point for audience
and writers. Host Francis Broekhuijsen and DJ
Socrates supply the enjoyable atmosphere. Drink,
eat, stop by the booksigning sessions at Van
Stockum Bookshop in the lobby.

  
Booksigning sessions at Van Stockum Bookshop:

 21:00-21:30: Louise O. Fresco, Luuk van
Middelaar, Alain Mabanckou

 22:00-22:30: Magda Cârneci, Mohsin Hamid, Nino
Haratischwili Bilingual Dutch & English.

21.15 Power to The People: Film as Weapon
 Gerlinda Heywegen (host).

 

Film college about combative cinema with
excerpts from a.o. the works of Spike Lee, Michael
Moore and Daniel Blake. In Dutch. Ends at 21.55.

21.20 Book of my life: Joost Baars
 Joost Baars, Hassnae Bouazza (host). In Dutch.

Ends at 21.40.

21.45 Book of my life: Ghayath Almadhoun
 Ghayath Almadhoun, Hassnae Bouazza (host). In

English. Ends at 22.05.
22.00 Fraternité! The Forgotten Value of
Brotherhood

 Fatma Aydemir, Gerda Dendooven, Oleg Lysenko,
Efe Murad, Grażyna Plebanek, David Van
Reybrouck, Sanam Sheriff, Bas Heijne
(moderator), Elisabeth Sturtewagen (music).
 

Conversations, poems and music about the
comeback of the 3rd pillar from the French
Revolution. In English. Ends at 23.00.

22.00 Writing poetry in Dunglish and other
languages

 Joost Baars, Dean Bowen, Charlotte Van den
Broeck, Çağlar Köseoğlu, Veva Leye, Nguyễn
Nam Chi , Samira Saleh, Mia You, Maarten van
der Graaff (host).
 

Which role does English play in the poetry of the
Dutch language area? Eight young poets answer
with new poems. In Dutch. Ends at 22.55.

22.10 Introduction to Manifesto by Ivana
Ivkovic

 Ivana Ivkovic.
 

Political philosopher and cultural thinker Ivana
Ivkovic introduces the funny, entertaining and
energetic film Manifesto, with Cate Blanchett. In
English. Ends at 22.30.

22.10 Book of my life: Alain Mabanckou
 Alain Mabanckou, Hassnae Bouazza (host). In

English. Ends at 22.30.

22.35 Film: Manifesto
  

Cate Blanchett times thirteen, who virtuostically
brings to life fragments of famous 20th-century art
manifestos. English spoken, Dutch subtitles. Ends
at 00.10.

22.35 Book of my life: Mohsin Hamid
 Mohsin Hamid, Hassnae Bouazza (host). In

English. Ends at 22.55.

23.05 Ode to Joy
 Ghayath Almadhoun, Charlotte Van den Broeck,

Magda Cârneci, Gerda Dendooven, Nino
Haratischwili, Efe Murad, Gustaaf Peek, Grażyna
Plebanek, Sanam Sheriff, Jole De Baerdemaeker
(music), Oleg Lysenko (music), Elisabeth
Sturtewagen (music).
 

Schiller's idealistic poem adapted to the here and
now! Eight writers and poets present their
versions, accompanied by song and music on
accordion and cello. In English. Ends at 23.45.

23.45 Dancing into the Friday Night
 DJ Socrates, Francis Broekhuijsen (host).

 

Hit the dance floor! Ends at 01.00.

Highlighted programmes: In English or language no
problem

Programme changes: Adriaan van Dis, Leïla Slimani and Felix Rottenberg will regretfully not take part. Instead of Van Dis writer Peter Buwalda takes part in 'The Netherlands on
the sofa'.



filmhuis studio
21.45-22.05
theater 1
23.05-23.45

GHAYATH ALMADHOUN (Damascus, 1979) belongs to a new genera-
tion of young, engaged Arabic writers. Weg van Damascus (Away from
Damascus), a Dutch collection of his poems, was for weeks in the
top ten of best-selling poetry volumes in 2015. In 2017, Ik Hier Jij
Daar (Me Here You There) was published, a collection he wrote with
Poet of the Fatherland Anne Vegter. Almadhoun was born in a Pales-
tinian refugee camp, the son of a Palestinian father and a Syrian
mother. He studied Arabic literature and worked as a cultural journal-
ist in Damascus, where he also set up a house of poetry. In 2008 he
asked for political asylum in Sweden. Two poetry collections were
published there, one of them written with Swede Marie Silkeberg,
with whom he also created poetry films, for example about bomb
attacks in the Gaza Strip. His poetry is imbued with feelings of
homesickness and the guilt of a young intellectual who left his native
country. His work has been translated into many European lan-
guages as well as Chinese.

theater 1
22.00-23.00

FATMA AYDEMIR (Karlsruhe, 1986) made a splash with her controver-
sial debut novel Ellbogen (Elbow). The book won the Klaus Michael
Kühne Prize. Aydemir, granddaughter of Turkish labourer immigrants,
writes about a girl with Turkish antecedents who is so frustrated by
the discrimination she encounters daily that, during a drunken spree,
she pushes a student in front of the metro and then flees to Turkey.
She feels no remorse. "Ellbogen is a punch in the gut. Or rather, two.
One for the misogynistic Turkish community. And one for
the hypocrisy of our oh so liberal society," wrote the Süddeutsche
Zeitung newspaper. Aydemir studied German and American Studies in
Frankfurt. She writes for the newspaper taz about Turkish pop
culture. She also set up the bilingual webportal taz.gazete as a
reaction to the restriction of press freedom in Turkey.

theater foyer
20.10-21.00
filmhuis studio
21.20-21.40
theater 2
22.00-22.55

JOOST BAARS (Leidschendam, 1975) is a poet, essayist and
bookseller. His debut poetry collection Binnenplaats (Inner Space,
2017) was received with praise, reprinted within a month, and has
been nominated for the 2018 VSB Poetry Prize. "How must one love in
the shadow of insecurity? Joost Baars gropes in the dark and find
poems there that show unmistakable mastery and dizzying depth",
according to the jury of the C. Buddingh Prize, which nominated the
volume for the best poetry debut. Baars' poems are mystical but not
religious. They testify to an enormous erudition and are simultaneous-
ly worldly, funny and romantic. The debut consists of four parts and
includes translated sonnets of the English Jesuit Gerard Manley
Hopkins (1844-1889). Baars was a programmer with the Perdu Founda-
tion and organizer of the poetry Festival Dichtersmarathon (Poets'
Marathon), and is the publisher of Halverwege Chapbooks and spiritual
father of VersSpreken, a podcast about poetry.

theater 1
20.00-20.50
23.05-23.45

JOLE DE BAERDEMAEKER (Belgium) received her Bachelor degree
from the Maastricht Consesrvatory. After that, she took masterclasses
in interpreting Bach, Haydn and Mozart. Currently she is finishing her
Masters with Lenie van den Heuvel, Dorothee Mields, Peter Kooij and
Pascal Bertin at the Royal Conservatory in Den Haag. De
Baerdermaeker has a strong interest in Early Music and Baroque
interpretations and has played solo concerts in the Netherlands,
Belgium, Germany and France. In 2013 she set up the "Etereo"
organization in Belgium, which organizes concerts and small festivals
as well as school performances to bring classical music to young
people. Besides Early Music, De Baerdemaeker is interested in con-
temporary compositions; in spring 2016, she was a soloist in the Dutch
premiere of Harald Weiss' Requiem.

filmhuis studio
20.00-20.20
20.25-20.45
20.55-21.15
21.20-21.40
21.45-22.05
22.10-22.30
22.35-22.55

HASSNAE BOUAZZA (Morocco, 1973) contributes to various Dutch
media. She collected stories about strong Arab women in Achter de
sluier (Behind the Veil, 1999) in an attempt to alter the clichéd
image that exists in the Netherlands about Arab women. She did
research for the Dutch radio and TV channel VPRO and made programs
for various other networks. She also works as a translator and produc-
es literary programs with Writers Unlimited. Bouazza studied English
and is an avid twitterer. In 2013, her book Arabieren kijken, de
alledaagse revolutie (Watching Arabs, the Undistinguished Revolu-
tion) appeared and in 2014 she directed the documentary television
series Seks en de zonde with Femke Halsema. In 2015 she was hon-
oured in Beirut with the Arouawad Award for her publications about
the Arab world.

theater 2
22.00-22.55

DEAN BOWEN (1984) calls himself a poet, performer and psychonaut.
His work looks primarily at the relationship of people's identity to
society. "I don't write. I channel a language drifting in the ether and
put it on paper in order to then send it into space", according to his
website. And he does it with verve. His strong recitation won him the
first Van Dale SPOKEN Award in the poetry category. He also appeared
at Poetry International. He has published poems on the online plat-
forms SampleKanon and Hard//Hoofd and in magazines such
as nY and Kunsttijdschrift Vlaanderen. He gives poetry worshops in
high schools. In his eyes, poetry is a wonderful instrument to create
bonds and can even have healing effects. Bowen is an editor with
Perdu and a member of the recently formed writers' collective
Wakkerlicht, which writes and performs poetry.

theater 2
22.00-22.55
theater 1
23.05-23.45

CHARLOTTE VAN DEN BROECK (1991) is a Flemish poet from Turn-
hout. After finishing her Language and Literature Studies at the
University of Ghent, she explored word art at the Antwerp Conserva-
tory. In the Poëziebordeel van Vonk en Zonen, Ondernemers in de
letteren she performs as Lulu Wedekind. She toured with Saint Amour
2015. The same year, she was the closing act of the 33rd Night of the
Poetry in Utrecht; in 2016, therefore, she opened the 34th Night of
the Poetry. January 2015, her debut Kameleon was published by De
Arbeiderspers. October 2016, she opened the Frankfurter Buchmesse
together with Arnon Grunberg, as the youngest guest-country speaker
ever. Her second poetry collection Nachtroer (2017) is nominated for
the VSB Poëzieprijs (VSE Poetry Award) 2018.

theater foyer
20.10-21.00
21.00-23.45
23.45-01.00

FRANCIS BROEKHUIJSEN (Oosterbeek, NL, 1970) is a programmer and
host on various cultural platforms. In 1996 he graduated from the
Amsterdam Theatre School with a leading role in Joseph in Dothan by
Het Toneel Speelt. Then he worked for various theatre companies,
including the National Theatre. His voice could be heard as announcer
and presenter on the radio while working for AT5 (Amsterdam radio),
Dutch national radio and other stations. Broekhuijsen was editor-in-
chief of the cultural blog cultuurpodium.nl and arts journalist with
AT5, where he was a programmer and presenter and did voice-overs.
Francis also is a prized moderator, host and DJ for various cultural
festivals. He works as programmer for the Winternachten Festival. In
2014 he was selected as media personality for the Colourful Top 100.

theater 2
20.00-20.40

PETER BUWALDA (Brussels, 1971) made his debut as novelist in 2010
with Bonita Avenue which became a best seller. Buwalda describes
the demise of a family against the backdrop of the fireworks disaster
in Enschede in 2000. The novel was awarded with five prizes and was
translated into eighteen languages. Since then, Buwalda works on his
second novel that will be published Fall 2018. Additionally he writes
columns for Dutch national newspaper de Volkskrant. In 2017 he
published a collection of these columns titled De kleine voeten van
Lowell George (The Small Feet of Lowell George).

theater 1
20.55-21.45
23.05-23.45

MAGDA CâRNECI (Romania, 1955) wants to connect people and ideas
with her poetry and work. Her volume Chaosmos, translated into
Dutch, is about a chaotic world that is highly ordered in a larger
cosmic sense: thus, a chaosmos. Cârneci studied art history in Paris
and is one of the leading members of the Romanian 1980s Generation.
After the 1989 revolution that finished off Ceaușescu's communist
reign, she became active in Romanian political and cultural life. She
later moved to Paris, where she became Director of the Romanian
Cultural Institute and a member of the European Cultural Parliament.
Cârneci is chair of the Grupul pentru Dialog Social (GDS), a Romanian
NGO that aims to protect democracy, human rights and civil rights.
She is also the chair of PEN-Romania and editor-in-chief of Revista
ARTA. Her work has been translated into French and English.

theater 1
20.00-20.50
20.55-21.45
22.00-23.00
23.05-23.45

GERDA DENDOOVEN (Kortrijk, Belgium, 1962) won the 2017 Wouter-
tje Pieterse Prize for her picture book Stella. In it, a drowning person
is fished out of the sea and taken in by a foster family. She has been
teaching graphic design at the Hoger St.-Lucas Institute in Ghent since
1992. Dendooven is famous for and has won many awards for her
children's book illustrations. She received the Gouden Penseel (Golden
Brush) in 2000 for her work in De verliefde prins (The Prince in Love)
by Ron Langenus. She also writes plays and children's books and
illustrates adult books and newspaper columns.

theater 2
20.00-20.40

DAMIAAN DENYS (1965) is a prominent psychiatrist, neuroscientist,
writer and theatre actor. Born in Flanders, he now works and lives in
The Netherlands. He studied philosophy and medicine in Belgium,
graduated in psychiatrics at the Utrecht University and worked as
head anxiety disorders of the UMC Utrecht. He is a professor and head
of the psychiatric department at the AMC Amsterdam. Denys devel-
oped a method for implanting electrodes into the brains of patients in
order to master compulsive thoughts, Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS).
He wrote the essay Angstparadox (Anxiety Paradox, 2016) in which he
states: "If there is a single word that holds the essence of the world in
which we live now, of what guides us and of what holds us back, it is
anxiety." Denys writes and acts in theatre monologues,
among them Van angst naar vrijheid (From anxiety to freedom,
2016), "about the sense and nonsense of our contemporary culture of
anxiety".

theater 2
20.55-21.55

MARGOT DIJKGRAAF (1960) is the Officer of Literature and Debate at
the Dutch embassy in Paris. She is a literary critic and journalist,
writer, interviewer and moderator. She studied French in Amsterdam
and Paris, communiations in Utrecht, and worked at various literary
institutions. From 2002 to 2007 she was director of the Centre
Français du Livre at the Maison Descartes in Amsterdam, and from
2007 to 2014 she headed Amsterdam's academic cultural centre
SPUI25. She has worked for the Dutch embassy in Paris, the Academy
of Arts, the OBA and other cultural organizations in Amsterdam since
2014. Dijkgraaf holds a number of advisory, jury and board positions
in the cultural field, and is president of the Writers Unlim-
ited Foundation. She has published titles such as Franstalige litera-
tuur van nu (Contemporary French Literature), De pen van Euro-
pa (Europe's Pen), Nooteboom en de anderen (Nooteboom and Others)
and Spiegelbeeld en schaduwspel. Het oeuvre van Hella S. Haas-
se (Mirror Image and Shadow Play: the works of Hella S. Haasse).

theater foyer
20.10-21.00
21.00-23.45
23.45-01.00

DJ SOCRATES (UK, 1980) specializes in creating a warm and lively
atmosphere. His sets are characterized by a playful balance of
electronic and acoustic elements. Moving between the familiar and
the adventurous, DJ Socrates makes connections between the music
of different countries. Incendiary Afrobeat and Tropical Funk, Reggae,
sultry Cumbia grooves and a splash of Electro Swing make up a
musical feast. DJ Socrates performs throughout the Netherlands at
venues such as the clubs Tivoli and Paradiso, festivals like Amsterdam
Roots and Oerol, and also at Radio 6 and the Concertzender.

filmhuis 1
20.00-20.50

TOM DOMMISSE (1958) is a lecturer on the esthetics of music and
cultural philosophy at the Royal Conservatory. Since his time as a
university researcher, he's been working in the border areas of
philosophy, where it encounters literature, theatre and politics. He
has published on themes of esthetics, metaphysics, political philoso-
phy and the philosophy of law. According to Dommisse, all philosophy
is again facing the challenge to link to an academic level of thought,
with the need to carefully bring it into the public sphere. Theatre
companies seek him out for wanted and unwanted dramaturgical
advice. He is involved with the work of Thomas Mann and Pasolini,
and nurtures a passion for Shakespeare. In 2016, together with STET
English Theatre, he organized a Shakespeare festival.



theater 1
20.00-20.50

LOUISE O. FRESCO (Meppel, NL, 1952) is an agricultural scientist and
novelist. In her novels De Kosmopolieten (The Cosmopolitans,
2003), De Tuin van de Sultan van Rome (The Roman Sultan's Gar-
den, 2005) and De Utopisten (The Utopians, 2007) idealism, power,
and friendship play important roles. Subsequently, she pub-
lished Nieuwe Spijswetten (New Laws for Food, 2006), Hamburgers in
het paradijs. Voedsel in tijden van schaarste en over-
vloed (Hamburgers in paradise. Food in times of shortage and
abundance, 2012), Kruisbestuiving. Over kennis, kunst en het le-
ven (Pollination. About knowledge, art and life, 2014) and various
others works among which Verraad, Verleiding en Ver-
zoening (Treason, Temptation and Reconciliation, 2010, with Helen
Westerik). Fresco's Paradijs (Fresco's Paradise, 2013) is a six-part
documentary TV-series broadcast by Human, published with an
accompanying text. In 2014 she was appointed chair of the executive
board at Wageningen University and Research. Her latest novel De
Idealisten (The Idealists) will be published January 2018.

theater foyer
20.10-21.00

PAULA GOLUNSKA (2000) is a student at the Edith Stein College in
The Hague. She loves the stage and likes to combine her writing with
a strong performance. She says this about poetry: "I think that poetry
is hidden everywhere and that's why it's so magnificent and mysteri-
ous. If you look closely, you can find the most beautiful words, which
you need to express as quickly as possible. That's how you become a
poet, through your eyes." Golunska took workshops at the Hague
Poetry Guild to prepare for her appearance at Writers Unlimited. That
performance won her a spot on the stage during the Writers Fest,
where she recited her poem alongside two other finalists. The public
applauded longest and loudest for her, which won her the inaugural
Jonge Campert Prize for best poetry student.

theater 2
22.00-22.55

MAARTEN VAN DER GRAAFF (Dirksland, NL, 1987) debuted in 2013
with Vluchtautogedichten (Getaway Poems), awarded the 2014 C.
Buddingh prize. The jury praised the "boasting, swagger, and bravado"
of the new poet. The daily NRC Handelsblad newspaper wrote that
the volume promises an intriguing oeuvre to come. Van der Graaff
escapes everyday reality in his very own getaway car — poetry —
looking for new dimensions. His second poem collection Dood
werk (Dead Work) was published in 2015. Van der Graaff published
poetry and prose in various magazines; he performs in public regular-
ly and is editor and co-founder of the online literary maga-
zine Samplekanon. His first novel Wormen en engelen (Worms and
Angels, 2017) is a contemporary quest for the meaning of religion.

theater 2
20.55-21.55
filmhuis studio
22.35-22.55

MOHSIN HAMID (Lahore, 1971) grew up in the US and Pakistan. The
bestselling author started writing his debut Moth Smoke (2000) during
his studies at Harvard. This innovatively written novel, in which an
ex-banker becomes addicted to heroin, became a cult hit in India and
Pakistan and was adapted for Pakistani TV. The international bestsell-
er The Reluctant Fundamentalist (2007), about a Pakistani who gives
up his top job in the US due to his disappointment with the West, was
turned into a film. After his third novel, How to Get Filthy Rich in
Rising Asia (2013), he wrote Discomfort and Civilization (2014), an
autobiographical acount about politics, culture and religion, and Exit
West (2017), a novel focused on a refugee couple in love. Hamid takes
his readers past the frightening headlines of the West to the turbulent
East, beyond stereotypes and prejudices. He also writes for publica-
tions such as The Guardian, The New York Times and The Internation-
al Herald Tribune.

theater 1
20.55-21.45
23.05-23.45

NINO HARATISCHWILI (Tbilisi, 1983) had her breakthrough in 2014
with The Eight Life. In this award-winning, 1300-page family epic, the
Hamburg-based Georgian writer tells the story of the fictitious
Georgian Jasji family. She takes the reader to the Soviet Union, in
particular during the dramatic years when Georgian-born tyrant Stalin
was in power. She also takes the reader to the Swinging London of the
1960s and '70s, to the Prague Rebellion of 1968 and to the Caucasus,
the area where she is from. Despite all the horrors she describes, it is
not a terrible book but rather a tragicomic fairy tale with malicious
traits. The main theme is the question of whether destiny still
matters, even here and now in the West. Haratischwili made her
debut in 2010 with Juja, followed by Mein sanfter Zwilling (My Gentle
Twin) in 2011. She studied film directing in Tbilisi and theatre
directing in Hamburg. Her plays have won many awards.

theater 1
22.00-23.00

BAS HEIJNE (Nijmegen, NL, 1960) writes essays, short stories and
plays, and is a columnist with the daily newspaper NRC Handelsblad.
He published the novels Laatste woorden (Last
words) and Suez and received the Henriëtte Roland Holst Prize in
2005. In 2011's Moeten wij van elkaar houden, het populisme
ontleed (Do We Have to Love One Another? Populism Dissected)
Heijne shows how globalisation and individualism pave the way for
populism. Angst en schoonheid (Fear and Beauty) was published in
2013, an essay about Dutch writer Louis Couperus, whom Heijne
admires. In the same year his documentary about Couperus was
broadcast. In 2015 he hosted the five-part documentary De volmaakte
mens (The Perfect Human). In 2016 his essay Onbehagen – nieuw licht
op de beschaafde mens (Discontent - new light on civilized man) was
published. In 2017 Heijne received the P.C. Hooft Award for his
essayistic works.

filmhuis 1
20.00-20.50
21.15-21.55

GERLINDA HEYWEGEN (1968) is a programmer, writer, organizer, and
lecturer on the subject of film. She works for events and institutions
like Film by the Sea in Flushing, Mooov in Belgium, Filmhuis Den Haag
and Writers Unlimited. She also organizes Filmkrant.Live, which
offers introductions, lectures, Q&As and talk shows throughout the
Netherlands, especially at movie theatres. Together with the VPRO
network she developed and produced the radio talk show Eye Film-
café for Amsterdam's EYE Film Museum; she also wrote commentaries
for it. Heywegen's books include The Other Director, about eight
directors of photography; collaborated with Frans Westra on Passie
voor Cinema (Passion for Cinema), which highlights four decades of
film screenings in the Netherlands; and she edited and wrote for the
film magazine Skrien.

filmhuis 1
22.10-22.30

IVANA IVKOVIC (Belgrade, 1974) is a political philosopher and cultural
thinker. For Filosofie Magazine she interviews great thinkers who
have exciting and incisive views into our era, such as the post-Marxist
Chantal Mouffe and Slavoj Žižek, but also John Gray, who sweeps the
floor with humanism. For the same magazine she also created an
"Ideas for the 21st Century" file to collect concepts by important
contemporary thinkers. She also writes think pieces for De Groene
Amsterdammer. She regularly makes media appearances and, in 2009,
organized the biggest public Dutch philosophical event: the Night of
Philosophy in Felix Meritis. "Philosophy is no wishful thinking", she
writes on her website, "but helps us to dwell on the things that really
make us think." She focuses on themes such as citizenship, the
transformation of public space and populism.

theater 2
22.00-22.55

ÇAğLAR KöSEOğLU (1985) debuted in 2015 with 34, a poetry collec-
tion with a critical point of view towards the history and the present
of Turkey. His poems were published in Samplekanon, nY, Kluger
Hans, Deus Ex Machina and Kunsttijdschrift Vlaanderen. He is editor
at nY and Contrivers' Review and teaches at Erasmus University
College in Rotterdam.

theater 2
22.00-22.55

VEVA LEYE (Oostende, 1981) is one of the most innovative young
Flemish poets of our time. In many languages, topographies and
language registers she tirelessly seeks out the limits of our limitless
world. Since 2011 she works at CINEMATEK (the Brussels' film muse-
um) and edits texts about film, mainly for cinephile platform sabzi-
an.be. Her work as well as big thinkers such as Slavoj Žižek - known
for his humorous, Marxist cultural criticism - are clear inspirations of
here poetry. She is currently a guest writer with the literary Maga-
zine nY, where she is experimenting in four issues. In that capacity,
she undertook a written "dialogue" with the late writer, poet and
translator Jacq Vogelaar. He called it "writing back". Leye quotes him:
"Writing back is necessary, also over time, in order to defend your-
self."

theater 1
20.00-20.50
20.55-21.45
22.00-23.00
23.05-23.45

OLEG LYSENKO (1974) studied at the music academy in Poltava,
Ukraine. In 1999 he released his first CD, Awakening, continued
studying at the Messiaen Academy in Entschede, and specialized in
Argentine tango on bayan and bandoneon at the Rotterdam Conserva-
tory. Two years later, Lysenko won the International Accordion
Competition (IAC) in Italy. His second CD, Gulag, came out in 2012.
Lysenko has played with the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra, and
for programs such as AVRO on Radio 4 and VPRO's Vrije Geluiden (Free
Sounds). He prefers genre-transcending projects in which visual art,
literature and music enhance and flow into one another. Examples
include Muziek voor de overtocht (Music for the Crossing), a perfor-
mance with sculptor Koenraad Tinel and writer Stefan Hertmans,
and Ik hoorde dat er geluisterd wird (I Heard that They Were Listen-
ing), with artist and writer Armando.

theater 1
20.00-20.50
filmhuis studio
22.10-22.30

ALAIN MABANCKOU (Congo-Brazzaville, 1966) is one of the best-
known Franco-African writers. In novels such as Verre cassé, African
Psycho and Black Bazaar he sketches his African youth and the life of
the African inhabitants of Paris, the city where he went to study in
1989. In 2012 he returned to his birthplace Pointe-Noire. His nov-
el Petit Piment (Little Pepper, 2015) resulted from that trip. He very
humorously describes the life of a boy who flees an orphanage to
move to the coastal City of Pointe-Noire, where he lives among
thieves and whores. The novel is dedicated to the boys of the Côte
Sauvage, the edge of that city, with whom the author spoke.
Mabanckou teaches French literature at the University of California
Los Angeles. His work has been translated into more than ten lan-
guages.

theater 1
20.00-20.50

LUUK VAN MIDDELAAR (Eindhoven, 1973) is a leading historian and
political philosopher. From 2010 to 2015 he was speechwriter and
political advisor to the first chairman of the European council,
Herman Van Rompuy. Before that he worked for Frits Bolkestein and
Jozias van Aartsen. After his time in Brussels, he became Professor of
Foundations and Practices of the EU at the University of Leiden, and
Professor of European Studies in Louvain-la-Neuve. Van Middelaar is a
political commentator for publications like NRC Handelsblad, the
Flemish De Tijd, Die Zeit, Le Monde and El País. His De Passage naar
Europa (Passage to Europe), about the political developments in
Europe of the last 50 years, has been multiply awarded and translat-
ed. His book De nieuwe politiek van Europa (The New European
Politics) describes how European leaders are rushing from one
incident to the next. Van Middelaar offers clarity and perspective.

theater 1
22.00-23.00
23.05-23.45

EFE MURAD (Istanbul, 1987) studied philosophy at Princeton and is
working towards his Ph.D. in Ottoman History and Arabic Philosophy
and Theology at Harvard. He has published five books of poetry and
five books of translations from the Iranian poets M. Azad and
Fereydoon-e Moshiri and from the American poets C.K. Williams,
Susan Howe and Lyn Hejinian in Turkish. Together with Sidney Wade,
he prepared a selection from the œuvre of Turkish poet Melih Cevdet
Anday. His poems, writings and translations in English have appeared
in a wide range of journals, such as Guernica, Jacket, Five Points,
and The American Reader, and in exhibitions including the 13th
Istanbul Bienniale. He is currently working on the complete Turkish
translation of Ezra Pound’s Cantos. He published Matter-Poetry
Manifesto together with Cem Kurtuluş in 2004, and his new work
combines paleography, Islamic manuscript tradition, found footage
and soundscapes.

theater 2
22.00-22.55

NGUYễN NAM CHI writes poetry in Dutch as well as English. Her debut
poem "I fell in love with a wolf" was published in The Felt, the online
magazine of the New York Pratt Institute writing program. It is an
incisive work about the Vietnamese diaspora, triple earth sign
emotions and new alliances. Important themes in her work include
sensual observations, attempts at communal healing and the longing
for ritual. Her Dutch poetry debut "het juiste aandeel ultraviolet,"
recently published in the literary magazine nY, was described as "a
rich series of prose poems, a language-intense and politically loaded
exploration of the world, of her communities (whether represented or
not), and the need for a crack in it."



filmhuis studio
20.25-20.45
theater 1
20.55-21.45
23.05-23.45

GUSTAAF PEEK (Haarlem, NL, 1975) received high praise for his debut
novel Armin (2008), about a boy conceived in a 'Lebensborn' house
during World War II, where a pure Aryan race was cultivated. Dover is
about the 2000 tragedy in which 58 Chinese refugees perished in the
cargo hold of a Dutch truck. In his third novel Ik was Amerika (I Was
America) a Dutch POW ends up in a camp in the US during World War
II, where he befriends a black man named Harris; 36 years later he
looks him up again. For this book, he won the BNG Literature Prize
and the F. Bordewijk Prize. Godin, held (Goddess, Hero) came out in
the fall of 2014, a frank novel about mysterious and all-too-human
love. Peek studied English and published poetry and short stories
before his novel debut. In 2017 he published a pamphlet ti-
tled Verzet!: Pleidooi voor communisme (Resist!: Plea for com-
munism).

theater 1
22.00-23.00
23.05-23.45

GRAżYNA PLEBANEK (1967) is a Warsaw-born novelist, columnist and
playwright living in Brussels. A graduate of Polish philology at Warsaw
University, she is the author of best-selling novels Girls from Portofi-
no and Illegal Liaisons, published in the UK, US and Canada. Plebanek
is also the author of the novels Box of Stilettos, A Girl Called
Przystupa and The Boxer as well as a collection of literary es-
says, Robbermaid’s Daughters. In 2017 she published her sixth
novel, Miss Fury. Her books show the difficult truths about the
integration between cultures. She writes a regular column in the
Polish weekly Polityka, as well as in Poland’s daily Gazeta Wy-
borcza and in Trendy magazine. She was awarded the Zlote Sowy
Literary Prize for her contributions to promoting Poland abroad.

filmhuis studio
20.55-21.15
theater 1
22.00-23.00

DAVID VAN REYBROUCK (Belgium, 1971) became famous for his
book Congo: A History (2010). This book mixes personal stories of
child soldiers and smugglers with those of ministers and manioc
sellers. Van Reybrouck came up with the idea for De Europese
grondwet in verzen (The European Constitution in Verse, 2009), a
poetic commentary by more than 50 European poets. He wrote the
play De Siel van die Mier (The Ant's Soul) in 2004. A cultural historian
and archaeologist, Van Reybrouck initially worked as a scientist
before becoming a full-time writer. He regularly publishes opinion
pieces in newspapers De Morgen, de Volkskrant and NRC. In Tegen
Verkiezingen (Against Elections, 2013) he makes a compelling argu-
ment about what he calls democratic fatigue syndrome. He is current-
ly working on a book about the Dutch colonial past in Indonesia.

theater 2
22.00-22.55

SAMIRA SALEH (The Hague, 1994) has found a way to translate her
feelings into Spoken Word. Her serious texts as well as her humoristic
poems give a deep message to the attentive listener. She was part of
the winning Team Zuid during the Slam 't Stad poetry tournament in
Antwerp and performed at various projects across Belgium, among
which Female Takeover in a Man's World show hosted by Navitas, the
44th Women's Day, Stand & Deliver in Ghent en Urban Woorden in
Leuven. As from 2017 she is Slambassador for Belgium at the interna-
tional exchange project Next Generation Speaks, and winner of the
BILL-Award in the category Speaking. Behind the scenes you may find
her as co-organisor of Mama's Open Mic and 't Graafste HOF! Keep an
eye out for this badass upcoming poet! The revolution will not be
televised, she will be heard!

theater 1
20.00-20.50

STEPHAN SANDERS (Haarlem, NL, 1961) is a columnist, presenter,
essayist and writer. In 2015 he came out of the closet for the second
time: he publicly acknowledged that he believes in god, even if this
is "not done" in intellectual circles. Since mid-2016 he has been a
regular columnist with the Volkskrant newspaper. In his 2007
book Zon, zee en oorlog (Sun, Sea and War) he describes experiences
in places like Capetown, where he discovered that his biological
father was South African. Sanders, who was adopted by Dutch foster
parents, studied philosophy and political science and has written for
various dailies and weeklies since 1982. He has published story and
essay collections, novels, journalistic pieces, and the 2013 book Iets
meer dan een seizoen (A Little More than One Season).

theater 1
20.55-21.45

PAUL SCHEFFER (1954) worked as a correspondent in Paris and
Warsaw before becoming a research assistant at the Wiardi Beckman
Foundation. Since 1978 he has written about 200 essays for NRC
Handelsblad and Volkskrant newspapers and De Groene Amsterdam-
mer magazine, gaining particular notice in 2000 for The Multicultural
Fiasco. In 2007 he published Het land van aankomst (Immigrant
Nations), a book that seeks out what really goes on under the surface
of multiculturalism. He held the position of Professor of Metropolitan
Issues at the University of Amsterdam from 2003 to 2011. Since 2011
he has been professor of European Studies at the Universities of
Tilburg and Amsterdam. In 2013 he published Alles doet mee aan de
werkelijkheid. Herman de Wolf (1893-1942), his grandfather's biog-
raphy followed by the essay De grens van de vrijheid (The border's
freedom, 2016) in which he states that an open society can only exist
by a certain spatial demarcation.

theater foyer
20.10-21.00
theater 1
22.00-23.00
23.05-23.45

SANAM SHERIFF (Bangalore, 1995) is a poet and writer from Banga-
lore, India. She currently resides in Philadelphia, PA, where she is
pursuing a degree in Creative Writing at Bryn Mawr College. Her work
has appeared or is forthcoming in The Shade Journal, All Def Poet-
ry, Button Poetry, Apiary Magazine, and The Academy of American
Poets. Her writing explores the intricacies within and beyond the self
in pursuit of a constant, transformative vulnerability.

theater 1
20.00-20.50
22.00-23.00
23.05-23.45

ELISABETH STURTEWAGEN (Belgium) took cello lessons at the
Lemmens Institute in Leuven as of age 15. She earned her Bachelor
degree at the Royal Conservatory Antwerp and her Master at the
Royal Conservatory Brussels. She has taken master classes in the
Netherlands, Poland, France, Spain, Belgium and Belarus. In the
summer of 2012 she met the world-famous cello teacher Vladimir
Perlin, with whom she is still studying. Since 2014, she has been a
cellist with the chamber orchestra Young Belgian Strings, directed by
Dirk Van de Moortel, and is also a member of the Etereo Ensemble.
She is co-founder and cellist with the cello quartet BRUXELLO, with
which she performs at home and abroad. She also regularly performs
with the visual Artist Koenraad Tinel. Sturtewagen plays an instru-
ment built in Brussels in 1911 by Hilaire Darche.

theater 2
22.00-22.55

MIA YOU (Seoul, xx) "This is what I chose when I chose // to live
through poetry // to live it or not to live at all," writes Mia You in the
opening poem of her 2016 debut collection I, Too, Dislike It. Mother-
hood, birth, heredity and the racialization of everyday life are themes
in her balanced lyrical work. You grew up in the US, studied English at
the University of Berkeley and now lives in Utrecht, where she
teaches creative writing and literature in the university's English
department. Her poems were published in the art publica-
tions Objective Practice (2007) and YOU (2004). She also writes essays
and reviews for publications such
as Artforum, Bookforum and The Los Angeles Review of Books. She is
also an editor with Perdu. She previously worked as a journalist
for The San Jose Mercury News and The Korea Herald, and she
translates Korean poetry and film scripts.
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